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upon which the industrial arrangements of civilised
countries are, as a matter of fact, constructed. Such
a classification and systematic account of facts is, as
I should suggest, absolutely necessary for any sound
historical method. Facts are not simply things
lying about, which anybody can pick up and describe
for the mere pains of collecting them. We cannot
even see a fact without reflection and observation and
judgment; and to arrange them in an order which
shall be both systematic and fruitful, to look at them
from that point of view in which we can detect
the general underlying principles, is, in all cases, an
essential process before we can begin to apply a truly
historical method. Anything, it is said, may be
proved by facts; and that is painfully true until we
have the right method of what has been called
"colligating" facts. The Catholic and the Pro-
testant, the Conservative and the Radical, the
Individualist and the Socialist, have equal facility in
proving their own doctrines with arguments, which
habitually begin, " All history shows". Printers
should be instructed always to strike out that phrase
as an erratum; and to substitute, " I choose to take
for granted". In order to judge between them we
have to come to some conclusion as to what is the
right method of conceiving of history, and probably

to try many methods  before  reaching that which
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